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Jim Noles  
Author 

James L. “Jim” Noles, Jr., is a partner in the 
Environmental & Natural Resources Section of 
Balch & Bingham, LLP , in Birmingham, Ala-
bama.  An Army brat and former Army officer, 
he is a graduate of the United States Military 
Academy at West Point and the University of 
Texas School of Law.  He has been a member 
of the Kiwanis Club of Birmingham since 2004.   
Although the law is Jim's vocation, writing is his 
avocation.  To date, his books have covered a 
variety of non-fiction subjects and his articles 
have appeared in such diverse publications as 
the New York Times, Smithsonian Air & Space, 
Preservation, Urban Land, and Alabama Heri-
tage.  His most recent book is A Pocketful of 
History: Four Hundred Years of America -- One 
State Quarter at a Time, which was published in 
2008 by Da Capo Press.  A Pocketful of History 
not only tells the story of the U.S. Mint's wildly 
successful Fifty State Quarters Program 
but uses each quarter as an opportunity to se-
gue into an entertaining yet educational discus-
sion of the unique American history and culture 
reflected by each quarter. 
“A fascinating book and a fascinating premise…
Very readable nonfiction…The quarters provide 
a wholly unexpected, sometimes quirky, some-
times surprisingly inspiring view of American 
history. This one is a fun read for anybody, and 
an absolute must-have for anybody who col-
lects the state quarters.”— Montgomery Adver-
tiser  
Jim resides in Mountain Brook, Alabama, with 
his wife Elizabeth and sons James and 
John.  He sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Alabama Humanities Foundation, attends St. 
Mary’s-on-the-Highlands Episcopal Church, and 
can be reached at jnoles@balch.com.. 

SPEAKERS ADDRESS: 
Balch & Bingham, LLP 
PO Box 306 
Birmingham, AL 35201 
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Upcoming Programs 
 

Dec 16     Jeremiah Castille 
                  Former Univ of Alabama (’79-’82) and 
                 NFL (‘83-’88) player  
            
Dec 23 and 30  -  No Meeting 
 

Jan 6     Dr. James Goldgeier 
     Professor of Political Science 
     George Washington University  
 
Jan 13     JOINT MEETING WITH ROTARY 
     Gail Collins  
                      Editorial Page Writer for The New York Author, Jim Noles  

December Board of Directors Meeting  
Tuesday, December 16 at 11:15 a.m. 
The Harbert Center Library, 2nd Floor 


