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Jim Smither is president and chief executive officer of the Greater Birmingham 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, a position he has held since September of 
1993.  Prior to joining the staff of the Birmingham bureau, he served for ten 
years as the executive director 
of the Lexington, Kentucky CVB. 
 
Smither has a long and distin-
guished career in the meetings 
industry.  He served as director 
of sales for the Kansas City Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, and also held the position of executive director of 
the Baltimore Convention Center, where he was responsible for operation proce-
dures and marketing programs.  He has held sales positions with the Houston 
Convention and Visitors Council and the San Antonio CVB. 
 
Through the years Smither has been closely involved with national and interna-
tional meeting associations including the Destination Marketing Association In-
ternational, serving on the board of directors and in other leadership capacities. 
 
During his time with the Birmingham CVB, Smither has enhanced the visibility 
and image of the city through major national ad campaigns and extensive public 
relations programs. 

  SPEAKER’S ADDRESS:   
2200 Ninth Avenue North            

Birmingham, AL 35203-1100    
Toll-Free: (800) 458-8085                 

Phone: (205) 458-8000 

 

ATTENTION KOREAN WAR VETERANS FROM ALL BRANCHES OF SERVICE 

This year, our club will commemorate Veterans Day with a special program on November 9 that will honor our club's Ko-
rean War veterans.  You may recall that the club did a similar program in 2009 to honor our club's World War II veter-
ans.  The World War II program seemed to be very well received and we certainly want to honor our Korean War veterans 
in a similar manner. 
  

In order for us to do this, however, we need to identify those club members that served during the Korean War.  Our 
own club membership records do not necessarily reflect such information.  Therefore, if you served in the military during 
the Korean War (1950-1953), either at home or abroad, please contact Jim Noles at jnoles@balch.com or 226-8767 to en-
sure that you are included in this program.  We look forward to your participation. 



 2010/2011 Officer Nominees    
 

Vice President / President Elect 2011/2012 
 
 
 

Drayton Nabers, Jr. 
Attorney / Partner  

Maynard Cooper & Gale, PC 

Drayton Nabers, Jr. is the former Chief Justice of the Alabama Supreme Court.  He was 
appointed by the Governor in 2003 to assume responsibilities as the State of Alabama 
Finance Director and is retired CEO and Chairman of the Board of Protective Life Cor-
poration. He is currently a Shareholder in the law firm of Maynard, Cooper & Gale, P.C.  
He graduated from Princeton University in 1962 and earned his law degree from Yale 
School of Law in 1965.  After his clerkship for Justice Hugo Black of the United States 
Supreme Court in 1965 and 1966, he joined the law firm of Cabaniss, Johnston, Gard-
ner, Dumas and O’Neal of Birmingham, Alabama.  He became a partner of that firm in 
1971 and remained such until he joined Protective Life Corporation in 1979 and rose to 
Chief Executive Officer in 1992.  He serves on the corporate boards of ProAssurance 
Corporation and Infinity Property and Casualty Corporation and is a member of the 
Alabama Academy of Honor.  He has served the insurance industry as both Director 
and Chairman of the American Council of Life Insurers.   
 
Mr. Nabers’ many civic contributions include Chairman, District 7, Rhodes Scholarship 
Selection Committee; Chairman, Cornerstone School of Alabama; Distinguished Lec-
turer, Beeson Divinity School; Chairman, Leadership Birmingham and Chairman and 
Campaign Chairman, United Way of Central Alabama.   
 
A commitment to community service runs in Drayton’s family, his Grandfather, J.D. 
Porter was a distinguished past president of the Kiwanis Club of Birmingham in 1930.  
Drayton has been a member of the Kwianis Cub since 1974  
 
Mr. Nabers is married to Fairfax Smathers and they enjoy three children and six grand-
children.  He is a member at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church.  

Treasurer  
Kelly J. Todd 

CPA / Shareholder 
Forensic / Strategic Solutions, PC 

Assistant Treasurer  
Maxwell Owens Sims  

CPA / Partner - Retired  
Dudley, Hopton-Jones,  

Sims & Freeman 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Nominations for officers or directors will be accepted  

from the floor at the June 22, 2010 meeting.  
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Elections July 13, 2010 
The nominating committee presents the following slate of 

Officer and Director-Nominees for your consideration.  
 

2010/2011 Director Nominees    

Kate Cotton 
Executive Director  

Protective Life Foundation  

Scott Berte  
CPA / Partner 

Dixon Hughes, PLLC 

Jim Hendrick 
Assistant VP - Retired 
BellSouth Corporation 

Griffin Lassiter 
Economic Development  

City of Birmingham 

Jay Patton 
Attorney / Shareholder 
Ogletree, Deakins PC 
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Donna Smith  
Human Resource Director 
Alabama Power Company 

No Meeting Tuesday, July 6, 2010 

Joe Sandner, IV 
Broker 

Sandner Commercial Real Estate 

Justice Ralph Cook 
Attorney / Partner 

Hare Wynn Newell & Newton 

Brad Creed 
Executive Vice President 

Samford University 

Henry Froshin 
Attorney / Managing Partner 

Froshin & Barger, LLC 

Carol Hines  
Vice President / Trust Officer 

Regions Bank 

John Hudson 
Vice President of Public Relations 

Alabama Power Company 



 
 

 

The  
Birmingham 

News 
 

 

    

PERIODICAL 
POSTAGE PAID 

AT BIRMINGHAM 
ALABAMA 

KIWANIAN on the web www.kcob.org  
KIWANIS CLUB OF BIRMINGHAM                                       
2019 4th Avenue North                                                 

Birmingham, AL 35203                                                                  
Phone: 205-251-0032                                                            
Fax: 205-251-2841                                                                 
Email: kiwanis99@aol.com 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE –  June 15, 2010 
1. Program Information / Korean War Veterans 

2. Election Announcement 

3. Slate for Board of Directors  

4. Board of Directors / Upcoming Programs  

Next Tuesday’s Program 
June 15, 2010 – 12 noon 
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Upcoming Programs 
Jun 22 Dr. William Harris, President 

Alabama State University 

Jun 29 Offsite Meeting at Vulcan Park 
Meeting will begin at 12:00 Noon 

Jul 6 NO MEETING - HAVE A SAFE HOLIDAY  

Jul 13 John Hofmeister, Retired President - 
Shell Oil Company / Author “Why We 
Hate Oil Companies” 

 

N E X T  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  M E E T I N G   
T U E S D A Y ,  J U N E  1 5  @  1 1 : 1 5  A M –  R O O M  A ,  3 R D  F L O O R  

A L L  M E M B E R S  W E L C O M E  

J i m  S m i t h e r  
P r e s i d e n t   

G r e a t e r  B i r m i n g h a m   
C o n v e n t i o n  &  V i s i t o r s   

B u r e a u  


