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Bill Taylor  
President  
 

Economic Development Partnership  
of Alabama 

A s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t - k n o w n  c o m p a n i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  T a y l o r  w a s  o f t e n  c a l l e d  o n  t o  m e e t  w i t h  
p r o s p e c t i v e  c o m p a n i e s  c o n s i d e r i n g  A l a b a m a  f o r  n e w  f a c i l i t i e s .  H e  a l s o  w o r k e d  w i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  
r e g i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e ,  o f f e r i n g  i n p u t  a n d  a d v i c e  o n  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s .  T a y l o r  s e r v e d  o n  
t h e  E D P A  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  f r o m  2 0 0 0  t o  2 0 0 9  a n d  w a s  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  A l a b a m a ’ s  e c o n o m i c  d e -
v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s  t h r o u g h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  i n i t i a t i v e s  r e l a t e d  t o  w o r k f o r c e  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  e x i s t i n g  i n d u s t r y  r e t e n t i o n  a n d  e x p a n s i o n .  
 
H o m e t o w n :  L o n d o n ,  O n t a r i o ,  C a n a d a   

F o l l o w i n g  a  s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r  i n  t h e  a u t o m o t i v e  i n d u s -
t r y  t h a t  s p a n n e d  3 8  y e a r s ,  B i l l  T a y l o r  a c c e p t e d  a  n e w  
r o l e  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  P a r t n e r -
s h i p  o f  A l a b a m a  o n  J u l y  1 ,  2 0 0 9 .  
 
P r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  E D P A ,  T a y l o r  w a s  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O  o f  
M e r c e d e s - B e n z  U . S .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  A  n a t i v e  o f  L o n d o n ,  
O n t a r i o ,  T a y l o r  c a m e  t o  A l a b a m a  w h e n  M B U S I  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  i n  1 9 9 3 .  H e  w a s  a  k e y  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  s t a r t - u p  
o f  t h e  n e w  p l a n t ,  l e d  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  a n d  b e -
c a m e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  i n  1 9 9 9 .  T a y l o r  w a s  i n -
s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  M e r c e d e s  P r o -
d u c t i o n  S y s t e m ,  w h i c h  i s  n o w  a  g l o b a l  s t a n d a r d  f o r  a l l  
M e r c e d e s - B e n z  p l a n t s  i n  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  o f  
q u a l i t y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y .  
 
T a y l o r  o v e r s a w  t h e  p l a n t ’ s  $ 6 0 0 - m i l l i o n  e x p a n s i o n ,  
w h i c h  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 0 4 ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  $ 3 0 0 - m i l l i o n  e x p a n s i o n  u n d e r w a y  t o  p r e -
p a r e  f o r  s u c c e s s o r  m o d e l s .  T h e  p l a n t  e m p l o y s  m o r e  
t h a n  3 , 0 0 0  T e a m  M e m b e r s  –  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  
1 , 5 0 0  o r i g i n a l l y  p l a n n e d  b a c k  i n  1 9 9 3 .  

Economic Development Partnership of Alabama 
500 Beacon Parkway West 

Birmingham, Alabama 35209 
Web address: www.edpa.org  
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE –  January 26, 2010 
1. Program Information 
2. Board of Directors / Upcoming Programs  

Next Tuesday’s Program 
January 26, 2010 – 12 noon 
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Upcoming Programs 
Feb 2 Gene Hallman, President/CEO 

Bruno Event Team  

Feb 9 
 
GUEST  
DAY 

Jay Dardenne, Louisiana Secretary of State 
“History of Louisiana” 
 

Jay is back by popular demand.  This will be a great time to 
invite a prospective member, co-worker or VIP client.   

Feb 24 
KIWANIS 

WILL 
MEET ON 
WEDNES-
DAY THIS 

WEEK 

We have graciously given our Tuesday date to The 
Rotary International Large Club Conference -  
Closing Ceremony/Meeting.   
 
Guest Speaker for our Wednesday meeting:  
Donte’ Wilson, CEO - BB&T Bank 

Feb 16 Fred McCallum, State President  
AT&T Alabama 

Bill Taylor 
President  

Economic Development 
Partnership of Alabama 

REMINDER * REMINDER * REMINDER  
The KCOB Board of Directors will meet Tuesday,  

January 26 at 11:15 a.m. in Room A   
The Harbert Center, 3rd Floor.   


